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The Eurotunnel or Channel Tunnel (French: Le Tunnel sous la Manche) was one of the greatest engineering feats of the 20th Century. To celebrate the Tunnel’s 30th birthday, the Dortmund Anglo-German and Franco-German Societies together with The East Kent Branch of the British European Movement and representatives of the Duisburg Franco-German Society, as well as people from Calais invite you to an information evening entitled:
Next Stop Calais! - Nächster Halt Calais! - Prochain arrêt Calais!
[image: https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/images/9/97/Channel_Tunnel_Opening_Ceremony.jpg]That station announcement was heard for the very first time  on May 6th 1994, when Queen Elizabeth II left by train for the first official journey through the 50.46 km long Channel Tunnel to meet President Mitterrand in Calais where  the two Heads of State simultaneously cut through blue, white and red ribbons to mark the official opening of one of the world’s greatest technological achievements. Scheduled freight and passengers services followed later that same year.
[image: ]Since then, more than 500 million people and 100 million vehicles have been transported via Le Shuttle, not to mention the tens of millions of passengers who have used the Eurostar services between London St Pancras, Paris, Brussels, and Amsterdam. 
To celebrate the 30th anniversary of the official opening ceremony, we will be looking at the history of the tunnel (Questions: Do you know when a tunnel under the English Channel was first proposed? and Do you know how long it took to build?) and a few fascinating facts (Question: Do you know where the actual border is between France and the United Kingdom?). You will also be able to hear what people from Kent and from Calais have to say about the  effects the Channel Tunnel has had on their lives.

[image: ][image: C:\Users\trant\Downloads\calais-2719600_1920.jpg]Not only will you hear important and fascinating details together with a number of fun facts about this historic but also controversial project, you will also have the opportunity to hear what the people of Dover and East Kent and the citizens of the Calais region think of the tunnel and the changes it has brought to their lives during the last thirty years. 
There will also be photographs and a video to give an impression of what a journey through the ‘Chunnel’ is like.
We invite all friends of Anglo-Franco-German-European relations – whether you have already travelled through the Chunnel or not, especially those who may have slight reservations about the thought of travelling under the sea – to join us on
Wednesday, 25th September at 19.00 hours (CEST) / 6.00 pm (BST)
# either in person (*) at the Auslandsgesellschaft in Dortmund, Steinstraße 48
# or online via the following ZOOM link:
25. Sept. 2024 at 19:00 hours Germany / 06.00 pm Great Britain
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88299622969
Meeting-ID: 882 9962 2969

(*) Those who turn up in person will be rewarded with a glass of ENGLISH WINE! Especially for this event we have imported a few bottles of Chardonnay from Kent.  

We look forward to welcoming you to this special Eurotunnel Anniversary meeting!!


PS: Did you know that the 1st of October is the International Day for Older People? In the United Kingdom, especially in our partner city Leeds, this day is celebrated with a wide programme of activities for senior citizens. The Dortmund Anglo-German Society will linking up with senior citizens from Leeds to see what Leeds City Council has organised and to discuss with people from Leeds what life is like there for older people. Our event will be both online and live in the Auslandsgesellschaft with English tea and Scottish biscuits! 	
 >>> SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday 1st October, 15.00 (CEST) / 2.00 pm (BST)
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